UNIIVERSIITY OF ARKANSAS ROME CENTER

Syllabus
HISTORY OF ITALIAN DESIGN
Fall 2014 – Rome
Instructors:
Katherine Krizek
Shara Wasserman

Content:
Design is a fundamental component of the culture and of the economy of Italy. Since the
beginning of the 20th century until the present day, the different activities of this multifaceted discipline have played a significant role in the local and international scenario.
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with this vast field and to expose them
to some of the most important events, projects and products in the fields of Industrial and
Interior Design, Fashion Design and Contemporary Art. The class will cover:
– Architectural, Interior and Furniture Design, Industrial Design in Italy from the
beginning of the 20th century until the present day;
– Fashion design from the post-war period till the present day;
– Contemporary Art from the post-modern period till the present day;

Assessment:
1. A class sketchbook. In this book (separate from studio) the students will take notes,
summarize the articles they are assigned to read and draw freely the art, designs and
architecture presented in the course. This will be graded.

2. Attendance & participation: Regular attendance of all classes is required in this course.
Every unjustified absence will involve the loss of 2/100 of the final grade (absences are
justified for health or serious family reasons only: please contact the instructor immediately
if you feel you should be justified for other reasons, provided they are NOT related to
leisure travel, etc.); “participation” refers to the level of interest shown towards course
topics and the capability to refer to reading assignments during class discussions. Being
present is essential for a strong performance, since the information presented in the
lectures cannot be duplicated elsewhere.
Promptness: Please be on time for class. Every class is an excursion. Late projects are
graded down 5% (on a scale of 100%) per day, including weekends
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3. Final Project. In order to link the three sections of HID (Architecture, Industrial Design,
Fashion and Contemporary Art History) Professors Krizek and Wasserman have designed a
common final project that will draw from ideas generated in the both sections.
The focus of the project is to introduce the students to the theorization, creation,
production, presentation, use and distribution of visual aesthetic material, and to
understand the relationship between the creator and the public, and between the
laboratory (studio) and the space of presentation (showroom, gallery, museum, personal
space). Through class work, discussion, on-site visits and lectures, the students will
become familiar with the historical legacy of Italian design and its impact on today’s
design (and designed) environment. They will also learn to address the definition of
“Contemporary” as it applies to Rome, and by extension, as it can apply to the spaces in
which they interact.
4. Mid-Term: the students will be asked to submit a short description of their topic of
interest and an outline for the projects development. This evaluation will be pass/fail
Final Project Specifics:
The students will establish a theme, which links all of the fields that they have been
exposed to over the semester (Italian architecture, industrial, fashion design and
contemporary art),
The final project presentation is the preparation of a public visual presentation (print outs,
drawings, sketches, etc.). The theme/concept could be explored in a showroom layout,
museum installation, gallery show, outdoor exhibition, or any other interpretation of a
public display that is inclusive – this should reflect a selection made from the three
categories covered.
- The student will: select a site and discuss the reasons for this choice;
- Make a selection of works to be included that will be relevant to the chosen
theme.
- Create a curatorial/organizational statement; establish a checklist of works (name
of artist, title of work, date of work, dimensions of work, medium of work;
- Outline the arrangement in the chosen space;
-Create an invitation and wall text for the exhibition.

Grading
Grading will be determined according to:
Attendance and Participation:
Sketchbook:
Mid-term
Final Project

30%
30%
10%
30%
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Total

100%

Plus/Minus Grading System
The UARC utilizes a plus/minus grading system that assigns numerical values to 12 different
grades. These values are used when grade-point averages are calculated.
The 12-step grading system with assigned values is as follows:
A
A–
B+
B
B–
C+

4.00
3.67
3.33
3.00
2.67
2.33

C
C–
D+
D
D–
F

2.00
1.67
1.33
1.00
0.67
0.00

Attendance and Class Participation
In accordance with the general regulations of the UA Rome Center, attendance is
mandatory.
A semester in Rome is, in some way, a very special experience of your academic
curriculum. The time will be shared between classes, site visits and travels (if well used, a
very educational part of your experience).
Attendance is required in all classes at the University of Arkansas Rome Center and
attendance records are maintained. Any unexcused absence from this course will have a
negative effect on your grade. Three unexcused absences will generate automatic
failure.

Academic Honesty
Students must understand what academic integrity is and what the most common
violations are. With that understanding they must commit themselves to the highest
standards for their own, as well as for their peers’, academic behavior. Academic
dishonesty involves acts that may subvert or compromise the integrity of the educational
process at the University of Arkansas Rome Center. Included is an act by which a student
gains or attempts to gain an academic advantage for himself or herself or another by
misrepresenting his or her or another’s work or by interfering with the completion,
submission, or evaluation.
For further reference, please consult the University of Arkansas Office of Academic
Integrity and Student Conduct (OAISC) website: http://ethics.uark.edu/

Substance Abuse Policy
University regulations prohibit the consumption of alcoholic beverages and the use of any
illegal substance in University buildings at any time. Violations are likely to result in serious
penalties. For the benefit of all, please be aware of the serious consequences that could
result from violations of these regulations.

Texts:
Italian Design by Giampiero Bosoni and Paola Antonelli, Moma Design - Oct. 1, 2008
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SCHEDULE
Regular Meetings: Wednesdays 16:30 – 19:00 (Site visits schedule may change)

Krizek

Week 1
Wednesday September 3
Course Introduction and visit to Gnam,
Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna
Reading: Marinetti “The Futurist Manifesto”, Emily Braun, “Futurist Fashion”

Krizek

Week 2
Wednesday September 10
Visit to MAXXI Museum of Art and Architecture of the XXI Century.
Readings: Morteo “Six Pretexts for Developing a Collection” (project related)
http://www.gaetanopesce.com/ http://www.designacademy.nl/

Wasserman

Week 3
Wednesday September 17
Introduction to Contemporary Rome
Readings: Shara Wasserman, Roma Renovatio: Report from Rome, Art in American, June 2003.
Francesco Bonami, Family Plot: New Italian Art Caught Between Mom and Legend, Flash Art
Hugh Eakin, Making Art Speak, Art News, February 2005
Robin Cembalest, Reshaping the Art Museum, Art News, June 2009
Visit to Metropoliz Museum of Graffiti and Street Art
Readings: Jessica Stewart, “Street Art in Rome,” in RomePhotoBlog www.unurth.com/Street-Artin-Rome.

Krizek

Week 4
Wednesday September 24
Quartiere Coppede’
Sparke, Introduction, p.p. 7-16

Krizek

Week 5
Wednesday October 1
Foro Italico
Ghirardo, Italian Architects and Fascist Politics: An evaluation of the Rationalist’s Role in Regime
Building The Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, Vol. 39, No. 2, (May, 1980), pp. 109127

Wasserman

Week 6
Wednesday October 8
Rome Galleries – A visit to the more prominent Roman commercial contemporary art galleries
and meetings with gallery directors, curators and artists
Reading: Peter Schjeldahl, All is Fairs, The New Yorker, May 7, 2012

Krizek

Week 7
Wednesday October 15
Furniture, Lighting & Fashion showrooms
Reading: Sparke, “A home for Everybody”

Krizek

Week 8
Wednesday October 22
Visit to the Micol Fontana Foundation
Readings: http://www.micolfontana.it
Reading: Grenon, “Italian Design: From the Ritual of the Expresso Maker to the Myth of the
Mobile Phone
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Wasserman

Week 9
Wednesday October 29
The Studio Visit: Photographer Marco Delogu
Reading: Carey Lovelace, How to Visit a Studio, Art News, Oct. 2004, pp. 178.
DUE; MID-TERM

Krizek

Week 10
Wednesday November 5
Project development. Individual project reviews.
Readings: Related to your project. Keep a bibliography

Krizek

Week 11
Wednesday November 12
Auditorium
http://www.rpbw.com/ Read the philosophy and news sections
Readings: Related to your project. Keep a bibliography

Wasserman

Week 12
Wednesday November 19
Visit to commercial galleries in the Historical Center

Week 13
November 26
THANKSGIVING BREAK

Krizek
Wasserman

Week 14
Wednesday December 3
Final Project Review

Krizek

Week 15
December 10
SKETCHBOOKS DUE
Eataly, food design
Week 16
December 17
(EXAM WEEK)

5

UNIIVERSIITY OF ARKANSAS ROME CENTER

6

